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Is there an appropriate structure of regional governance and how does spatial 

planning engage and intersect with it? What is the relationship between the 

territorial rescaling of governance around metropolitan areas and wider 

regional prosperity? These questions are central concerns for scholars, policy 

makers, and planners and their answers have implications for territorial 

restructuring and governance. Recent decades have seen a new type of 

metropolitan focus in spatial planning policies. While understanding the 

emergence and promotion of metropolitan areas as generators of local, 

regional, and national development across an array of geographical settings 

and by a range of actors is a long-standing endeavour (Hall and Pain 2009), 

such concerns have gained increasing salience and traction over recent 

decades.  

Ireland in the Metropolitan Century strove to address these issues in an Irish context. Given 

the exploratory nature of this research, a scoping review of relevant international literature 

was considered an appropriate starting point.  Scoping reviews adopt a more systematic 

approach than a traditional literature review requiring ‘rigorous and transparent methods in 

their conduct to ensure that the results are trustworthy’.1 The scoping review began with a 

Web of Science (WOS) search using the term ‘metropolitanisation’ given our focus on it as 

an operating rationality undergirding the creation of policies and spatial plans, the direction 

of funding and resources, and the creation of new governance scales. Our initial search 

generated eighty-two items, indicating a limited use of the term metropolitanisation.  

Given part of the purpose of the review is to inform and identify future research directions, 

it was important to focus on the most recent research. We filtered the eighty-two items by 

date range (2014-2019) The next step included a second WOS search using the term 

‘metropolitan governance’, which generated a total of 1,340 potential sources. These were 

filtered by the same date range, document types and language (English), producing an 

additional 634 items. We then narrowed down all 660 items to the most relevant articles 

through a ranking system. Articles analysing metropolitanisation through case studies of 

service provision or discussing metropolitan growth rather than concepts of governance 

were ranked lowest (one star). Articles that treated metropolitan governance as the focal 

point were ranked as highly relevant (three stars). 

Our final list includes more than forty articles that have a central focus on metropolitan 

governance in locations across the globe. These articles represent a variety of disciplines 

and geographical locations. While we have attempted to obtain global coverage, discussion 

 

1 Munn, Zachary, Micah D.J. Peters, Cindy Stern, Catalin Tufanaru, Alexa McArthur, and Edoardo Aromataris. 2018. 

“Systematic Review or Scoping Review? Guidance for Authors When Choosing between a Systematic or Scoping 

Review Approach.” BMC Medical Research Methodology, 18(1), p. 6. 
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in the English language literature of metropolitanisation and metropolitan governance is 

heavily dominated by work on European and North American cases.  

Our search was completed by including English-language, digital and publicly available, grey 

literature that either defines or demonstrates approaches to metropolitanisation, as well as 

texts that fall outside our time window. These were selected based on scanning the 

bibliographies of included references, identifying papers that were consistently referenced 

across the work of other scholars, and thus representing classic or foundational studies for 

our research topic.   

This bibliography is structured in three sections: 

1. The results of our scoping review as outlined above 

2. An additional list comprising sources used by the Eadtern and Midland Regional 

Assembly (Ireland) to inform the development of their Regional Spatial and Economic 

Strategy and Metropolitan Area Spatial Plan for Dublin 

3. A list of sources on metropolitan governance that we discovered outside our scoping 

review search terms and/or timeline 
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215–227. 

Crivello, S., & Staricco, L. (2017). Institutionalizing Metropolitan cities in Italy. Success and limits of a 

centralistic, simplifying approach. Urban Research and Practice, 10(2), 228–238. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/17535069.2017.1307001 

d’Albergo, E., & Lefèvre, C. (2018). Constructing metropolitan scales: economic, political and discursive 

determinants. Territory, Politics, Governance, 6(2), 147–158. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/21622671.2018.1459203 

d’Albergo, E., Lefèvre, C., & Ye, L. (2018). For a political economy of metropolitan scale: the role of public–
private relations. Territory, Politics, Governance, 6(2), 182–198. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/21622671.2017.1383305 

Decoville, A., & Durand, F. (2016). Building a cross-border territorial strategy between four countries: 
wishful thinking? European Planning Studies, 24(10), 1825–1843. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/09654313.2016.1195796 

Doyen, M. F., Laques, A. E., & Gurgel, H. (2017). Systèmes agricoles et système d ’ indicateurs : évaluation 
de l ’ impact du changement climatique sur la sécurité alimentaire dans un bassin d ’ inondation 
amazonien Sistemas agrícolas e sistema de indicadores : avaliação do impacto das alterações. Confins-
Revue Franco-Brésilienne de Géographie-Revista Franco-Brasileira de Geografia, 30, 0–24. 
https://doi.org/10.4000/con 

Dulabic, V. (2016). The Impact of Regionalisation, Intermunicipal Cooperation, and Metropolitanisation on 
Local, Regional, and National Governments in Europe. Metropolitanisation, Regionalisation, and Rural 
Inter-Municipal Cooperation, 16, 649–675. 

Ehrström, P. (2016). Transformation and Survival Strategy – Rural Gentrification and Social Sustainability in 
Gentrified Metropolitan and Urban Ruralities, the Case of Sundom, Vaasa, Finland. In K. Andersson, S. 

Sjöblom, L. Granberg, P. Ehrström, & T. Marsden (Eds.), Metropolitan Ruralities (Research in Rural 
Sociology and Development, Vol. 23) (pp. 125–158). Emerald Group Publishing Limited. 
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1108/S1057-192220160000023006 

Fensham, P. (2015). The sydney metropolitan strategy: Implementation challenges. Springer Geography, 
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